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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet 
To run a-mucl: and tilt at alj I meet, 


I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 
Thieves, Supcreargoes, Sharpers, and Dircetors. Porr. 
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GEORGE CANNING. 


Alias, The Right Hon. George Canning, one of the Right Hon, Patrons 
of Mister Oliver, and Mister Castles; and calumniator tn ordinary of 


the Parliamentary Reformers ! 





— AFOOL! A FOOL! 

1 met a fool i’ the forest 

Who laid him down and basked him in the sun, 

And rail’d at worth and honor in good terms, 

In good SET TERMS, and yet—A MOTLEY FOOL!! 


SHAK, PAR. 
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HOW is the worthy and right honourable subject of our 
labours to be introduced to the public view? In which 
of his many characters will this right honorable supporter of 
every political abuse appear most captivating ? Shall he 
stand forth at once as a full-grown harlequin, with the 
magic wand of assurance, capering upon the stage of official 
impudence, with his face properly blacked and bronzed to 
escape detection, and leaping over every barrier of common 
decency and delicacy ? Orshallhe be traced from what he was 
to what he is. through the various disguises, ofallected modes. 
ty, false honor, and deceptive talent, until he figured as the 
pantaloon of Pitt, the clown of Castlereagh, and (he merry an. 

dew of the present ptous aud medical minister whom he 
has the Aonor to serve so much to their mutual satisfac. 
tion, and to the entertainment of the various visitors of the 
phantasmagoria of British liberty ? 

This enemy to reform is of course a very clever man, 
That is, he has been regularly bred up to the trade by 
which he lives; andis as perfect in all its branches as can 
be desired. That trade is to dive upon the public; and as 
none but fools keep cats that will not catch miee, as the old 
proverb says, it is essential that cafés who do not intead to 
catch them, should keep ont of the way of wiser men. The 
honorable gentleman was not brought up to the vulgar em. 
ployment of catching mice. In other words he was not 
brought up to labour for his daily bread, in that state of 
life in: which fortune had placed him. Very unluckily for 
the country, though he was not brought up to earn his food, 
his friends left him endowed with a strong propensity to 
eating. Though he had no means ‘‘ dy descent’’ of living 
without labour, or wearing fine linen at hie own expense ; 
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yet he was as fond of.fine linen as if he could have paid for 
it ; and as partial to the mockery of high birth, as if a mil- 
lion ofstarving peasants had been robbed of thetr food, to 
furnish ermine for his cradle. What could a man doin 


such a very unfortunate situation? There were but three 


ways of proceeding. Lither to learn to work, or to apply 
to the parish, or to take up the trade of begging. ‘The fir-t 
would have been very troublesome. ‘The second useless. 
No parish is bound to relieve a lazy young vagrant, 
who is able, though unwilling, to follow the plough, 
or to cobble shoes. The third was therefore the only 
resource left to our adventurer; and as mature gene- 
rally qualifies men for the raee they are destined to run, 
all the modesty that would impede the course of a common 
mendicant was left out of a composition which has not been 
yet properly analysed. His choice was instantly made. This 
advocate of ** high rank,” knew well enough that begging 
was but a secondary honorable means of risingin life. Rod. 
bery was the origin of ** high birth,” and is still the most 
reputable way of establishing a * noble family,’? except 
murder, which on a grand scale, is often the essence of the 
title of even royalty itself. But there are dangers in the 
fatter honorable professions of robbery by taxation, and 
murder in the field, which might well frighten a young 
beginner from such means of rising in the world. To beg to 
participate in the spoil, is always more eligible at the com- 
mencement, It is a good preparative for more extended 
views. A small place, or pension, is a good stomachic, 
Which sharpens the appetite for more and deeper dranghts of 
** the life-blood of the constitution,’ as Mr, Canning very 
sublimely calls the ‘* wages of office!’ Before Mr. Can- 
ning invited himself to this feas/, in which the life.blood of 
the conslttution mantles in the cup, he was even one of the 
ragged reformers whom he now derides with such elegance 
of style, and with such energy of manner, when he condes- 
cends to delight St. Stephens with the exhibition of his 
tricks in his parly-coloured jacket. This “ pd/ar” of the 
rottenness of the state, this political dagon in the temple 
of corruption, this high priest of the altar of abtses in St. 
Stephen's Chapel, this right Honorable George Canning was 
once among the lowest of the low—the poorest of the poor— 
Not that this was his disgrace:—but that the means by 
which he has risen, are more contemptiblé afd odious 
than his earlier views were hopeless and forlorn. Though 





once jn the ranks of the people, he never did his duty. 
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among them. Tfaving escaped from a hard situation in 
which he would not labour, he has chosen to upbraid those 
who are yet compelled to toil, to support his indolence, and 
his impertinence ; while he graciously condesceads to eat 
‘the bread they furnish him, for services which are injurious 
to the state, and to repay the people with insult, aud the 
vic'ims of his oficial vengeance with derision ! 

Having been party tomeasures for which a common 
saint might have been severely punished, he, and his 
colleagues, must have bills of tndemni/y: to save them 
from the whips and scourges of the law; and having felt the 
pulse of the creatures of tlie system, and discovered that 
impunity was sure, when guilt was patronized by greatness, 
Mr. Canning cones forward, to heap his scurrilous jests 
upon the appeals made to reason, and the God of reason, 
against his guilt and the guilt of his colleagues, [lis jour- 
ney to Lisbon, where his cup of the “dife.blood of the 
constitution’? was filled so high, has improved his faculties 
in’a most delightful manner. Jt has been supposed that 
the torfufers and tyrants of the énquésition are pretty well 
versed in the acts of oppression, and cruclty; but it has 
not yet ‘Been discovered that they dance / the victims 
they are devouring, or play the fool and me. ry-andrew be- 
fore the eyes of the'consuming wretch. Ours, however, is 
the country of refinement; and Mr. Canning is anxious to 
putin his individual claim as a supporter of the national 
character. His taste is exquisite. It has been so quick. 
ened by that ‘* life-blood of éhe constitution,’ the wages 
of office, that he is the best of all mén_ qualified to 
make light of the misery from which he has, so far, been 
fortunate enough to escape. 


Peter Pindar’s tale of the French petit-maitre, who re- 
quested the poor fellow on the rack, not to offend his nerves 
by making such ahorrid noise, is a perfect proto-type of 
this right honorable member of the British administration. 
His feclings are all external, and attached only to his jie 
coat, and his pretty place, Me can jest at any time. It 
is alike immatcrial to him, whether at the table, or over 
the coffin of Aés friends. Liron’s sentence of being con. 
demned to play the foolin a hospital for twelve months, 
would have been no punishment tohim, Itis the only qua. 
lity that adheres to him. He is consistent there, It may 
be called his ruling passion. Even harsh terms in his 
mouth have always something of the ridiculous about them ; 
and his anger is the most whimsical exhibition in the world, 
Like an enraged child, or a tormented monkey, he scizes 
whatever he can reach, and attempts to throw it at his op- 
ponents ; often laying his mimic hands upon things he cau. 
not lift, and grinning with vexation to find his ** mighty 
soul,’ too large for the earthly impotence that encumbers 
it. Argument he never meddles with. Ile feels that is 
beyogd his power, But he can call ** dolf and tdeot,’’ as 
perfectly-as.a parrot who had never learnt to utter any 
thing else ; and like the parrot too, he calls every body by 
the same name, as they pass by. ‘The terms of dolts and 
édeots, suit Sidmouth and Castlereagh just as well as his pre. 
sent opponents. They were applied with the same emphasis, 


the same gesticulations ; and no doubt with the same. or 

perhaps more siucer‘ty, for they had taught him to speak, 

and would naturally teach him to give his tutors their pro- 
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per names, [Tt isnot now often that this champion of the 
‘‘life-blood of the constitution,’? ventures to act his part, 
arces, he has learnt, ¢o0n dire ;—the best of them will 
hardly bear repeatiug. And when he does play, it is not 
always with the finest effect. Perhaps it was a consciousnes: 
of this sort which induced him on the question of the fu. 
demnity Bill, to make anew cliort. It had Jong enough 
been the fashion to laugh at silly statesmen and political 
puppets. He thought it would be wise to turn it upou their 
miserable victims—-to mock at age in irons, in the tor. 
tures of an excruciating disease! The thought was a most 
happy one, though not quite original. The first idea 
of such magnanimous conduct, is to be found inthe fabled 
ass, Who kicked the dead dion, Li Mer. Canning had been 
an ass, he would have done the same; as he is a man,* (in 
the catalogue at least) heis conient with a figurative imi. 
tation of this heroism, by Jesting in the tecth of those 
who are silly enough to feed him by their toil, and be re. 
paid with the scorn of their poverty, and the derision of 
their distress, 

Yet even in the T[ouse of Commons, even on tie 
ministerial side, a mufmur of indignation was heard as 
the unfecling orator attempted to call up derision 
the miserics of his persecuted slaves! There is some. 
thing so abhorrent, even to the feelings of a savage, in 
jesting with anguish, that the boroughmongers recoiled 
from any association with the sentiments of their Goushty 
champion; and on his lips alone appeared av unmeaning 
smile, when he talked of the ** eloquence of a rupture!” in 
a tone of supercilious satisfaction. Tor him, whose c/o. 
quence is of so artificial a nature, that it must be manufac. 
tured for the occasion, dist7ess or misery must have litle 
power. Ile could walk over a field of battle and count the 
number, or measure the depth of the wounds, with his dinner 
in his pocket, and eat gaily on. The eloquence of the 
dead and the dying at the battle of Waterloo would have 
been fine fun for him. For the British, it might be as well 
to shew a little feeliug ; and that he could produce in a mo- 
ment, by applying pungent salts to his nostrils, or taking a 
larger than ordinary pinch of snuff. Yet he must have 
been amazed to find himself simpering alone over the 
‘eloquence of a rupture!’ while the old ‘* dolts and 
ideots,’’ kis present friends; and the new ‘* dolts and 
‘deots,’’ his present enemics, sat silent and ashamed, Pro. 
bably he would scold the treasury bench, at the family 
mecting, for not cheering him! ‘* as set down tn their 
parts,’’? when he looked complaisantly around, and asked for 
his periodical applause. ‘The cue was lost. Some ‘* come 
punctuous visiting of nature,’’? not quite eradicated by the 
atmosphere of oifice, came tugging at the heart-string, ard 
would not be said nay. But it reached.not him. His 
nerves are as delicate as those of Nero. But even to fiddle 
while Rome was buruing, was not calculated to leave 
so unfavourable an impression of character as to attempt 
an idle jest, upou an infirm old mangwho was criminally 
afflicted with a rupture! Ministers should alter the mode of 
debate in order to have the full benefit of talents, which 
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* Ave, in the catalogue they pass for men 


As mongicels, curs, and spanicis, are all dazs, 
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would make no mean figure at Bartholomew fair: 

rofitable source of reyenie micht ve derived frou 4 proper 
use of the amazing faculty he possesses of public cater ain. 
ment. ‘The old serious dail mode of transacine onbdlie 
business, it is time to improve. Let a large th are be 
built, or probably Drury-lane misht be sa hg for the 
occasion at a moderate rent, where the sceuery, niachine ry, 
&ec. may be had for immediate use, Bil. the eniertarmmient 
be advertised, and the public admi'ted at play-house 
prices. The stage will hold all the members, and. the 
debates may take place quite in order, ‘The petitioners, 
may then go, and when their petitions are presented, Mr, 
Canning may be instructed to laugh in their faces. ‘The 
person who saz Oliver in the park, may be gratified by 
hearing Mr. Canning in persou call him * @ déar.? and he 
may rctort the epithet, by proving the right honorable 
member to be no better. When the subject of reform is in. 
troduced, Mr Canning may sing Ailey Croker, or Barnaby 
Briitle, On questions of cconomy, the dscersee may be 
enlivened by ** over the seas and far away VY? Shouldany im- 
pertinent questions be asked, by the audience, the duct of 
*6esho killed cock robin,’ may be sung by our right honor. 
able friend, and his noble brother, till the whole house 
shake with laug thter, and reiterated cries of— 

Oh! WORTHY FOOL! 
Motley’s the only wear ! 


uc ee. eee 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF, 


Le aes ae. | 
The Brack Diranr tod resias hrs PERFORCE, Esq. M.P. 


—- —--— 


First pe woul!d—and then he wool!'nt:-— 


' rg " -| ’ aa 
And then he would—and then asiuin he woud ne, 


You are a pious man, and the worid is very much in love 
Lilo not mean to assert the worid ¢s pious. 
You and I know better. But the world is very partial toa 
pious appearance, and alw ays zives it due credit and ap- 
plause. There is therefore much advantage in it, and no 
question but you lave discovered all its benefits. L would 
advise every one to look graye, never to do wrong in the 
day time, to leave off swearing, and to put on the semblance 
ven the lower order of those who live upon 
ght find much security from suspicion, by 
a plous demeanour, and the garb bd sanctity. A bureiar 
ora pickpocket, who should pursue this avocation soberly 
and decently, might carry it on ‘ amuch greater extent, 
than your roaring criminal, who gets druuk after his ex. 
ploits, and bely ays his own secre/s. Such conduct is very 
foolish, you will admit, and deserves a severe reprehension, 
Kor the good example you have given of the success of 
plety, even in appearance, accept the thanks of a stranger, 
who has seen so much hy pocris ys that he always respects it, 
under the affeciation of extraordinary goodness. ‘This, as 
it respects yourself; a few words upon your public conduct, 
which, as public property, may be picked up by any 
man, and held up to the admiration of your most erateful 
ountry, 


with piely. 


of goodness, 
their means, wi 
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Your first ladder of popularity was well chosen. 
isacnarm in liberty that entrances every mind, You saw 
the wegro bound in chein-, you raised) your voice in his 
Dbohalt, and auected a partied redemplion frou lis bonds. 
Butyou then paused. lt was dangerous to oflend the sous 
of powcr too tar 3—and you had obtained ail the popularity 
from the friends of liberty that they could bestow. You 
had liawever more concessions to make to power, You 
had not repaired the crém, which you had committ:d in 
their eves, by ceasing tu udvocate the cause of humanity, 
even abroad, You had to atone: for -having done so much 
tu shake the altar of tyranny. The atonement was however 
at hand, It was only tu help your friends to fasten the 
alg of tyranny upon cvery hand at home, and make 

hites the successors of blacks, in the manacles of bondage. 
: iis was aneasy task for your capacity, and you have diss 
charged it most faithfully. ‘Phe popularity you had gained 
made youan important accession to the ministerial hosts of 
liberticides; and your picty induced many good men to 
believe that you were really aud sincercly of opinion that it 
was perfectly justifiable to make slaves at home; while it 
was the fashiou to talk of emancipating them abroad. If 
ery pleus man, you would have beer 
mpertinent questions which not even 
piety could have answered... Such for instance, as why the 
poor and wretched in England were not first entitled to the 
redress of their grievances, and the restoration of their 
rights ? Whether there is not more wretchedneas at home 
e picty of Mr. Wilberforce could alleviate ? 

Aud whether the conduct of Mr. Wilberforce was not 
adding to the miserics that were endured by the present age, 
and likely ¢o be entailed upon posterity ? 

All these impertinent questions your piefy enabled you 
toevade, And you are perfectly in the right, to make as 
much of it as you can, You are an enemy to reform, but 
then yon are plows, You charge on the reformers what 
you know they do not merit—but you are stillpious, You 
voted to prote 4 Oliver from the justice of his country—but 
you are very plows, You are alway voting with the worst 
nen, on the worst measures,—but what of that, Sir?--you 
are very pious ! Ee will buy an ounce of | gravity, two drams 
of affectation, anda quantity suflicient cof self-conccit, and 
I stand in need of all the serenity 
Pray, Sir, did 


vou had net beena 
subjected to many 


t 
‘ 
. 
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than all th 


turn peous, myself. 
of my muscles, to conclude my epistle. 
your picty want refreshing, when you had left the house on 
the question whether the country should p: ay two thousand pes 
annum for two extra lords of the admiralty, that two sprigs 

of nobility might thus aiways be in training for what better 
situation Should fall in? And were you unable to obtain any 
consolatury cordial, that you were so unwilling to be dragged 
into the house to vote on that occaston, Certainly it was 
very rude in Lord Folk: ton: to make afman vote against his 
inclination, as well as against his conscience, Butas you 


not see much injury in giving you an opportonity of voting 
where you had not spoken, nor heard any one cise spe ak. 
But how should you know your own mind? That you 
should say aye, at first was very natural, It is the general 
language of the mijor ity, to which you be long. But 





{though your head might wander, your eyes could not-lose 
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always vote against your speech, perhaps his lords hip did > 
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sight of the amiable coteric, who talk in scripture phrase to 
please you, and laugh at your simplicity when you are ab- 
sent. You therefore went right, though you spoke wrong, 
and took’your scat amongst the zoes, because the question 
was economy, and that you know is dangerous to the state, 
and might lead toreform. And was it not vastly ill-natured 
to remind you that you had said @ye, and to call you from 
your dear friends, to join the rabble of cconumists and 
reformers! But you would not go! any charge of incen- 
sistency or folly, that would have been brought against 
another, could uot reach you. Your picty would serve as 
a shield, and the slip pass like the storm that blew over the 
Lord Chief Justice. You said very properly, and the 
chairman swore it, or would have swore it, if the oath had 
been duly administered, that you had a right to change your 
mind, And you had still another excuse—if it had been 
said that a man without a mind could not change it—you did 
not vote from any wish to serve the party—nor to spend the 
money unnecessarily—nor upon any principle at all—-but 
merely to disappoint the expectation that you would vole 

conscientiously. This is unanswerable ; and so, commend 
me to your picly, and 

Good night— 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





A constant reader is informed that paper will doas well as parch- 


ment, for petitions to pariament. His communication is 
received. 
The affidavit made by Mr. Mitchell, of Lfverpoo), relative to 


Oliver, was in consequeice of some suspicions stated to the 
Committee, which in their opinion an affidavit was the best 


calculated to dispel. 
A. next weex. 
The petition from R ochda’e is received aad forwarded. 
‘Fhe cases of Messrs. Kent and Leach are reccived. 


A 


Extract of a letter fr om Major Cer twright, to a Corres. 
pondent at Paisley. 





Gar 
*¢ Bat while I recommend petitions by twenties, f beg to 
put you on your guard agatnst a trick of our enemies which 
some base men have attempted to play on Lord Cochrane 
aud myself: from two populous places, we have received 
signatures, but on 


examivation great numbers of them are evident bncsndied, 


parcels of petitions each having twenty s 
proved by all the names being written by the same hand, 
Vhere canbe no doubt but that it was hoped they would 
fiave been presented without any previous scrutiny, and 
that .the plotters had taken care to give proper intelli. 
gence to-some virtuous borough-monger, in the hope of his 
being able to charge on the members by whom they should 
have been presented, a connivance, tf not a participation in 
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the fraud. Such attempts having been made m ihe hope of 


bringing inte disgrace cities and towns which are most 
patriotic, as well as enabling some profligate orator to stig. 
matize the character of men they dread; I beg most 
earnestly to repeat my caution, in the hope that you and the 
other promoters of reform in Paisley, will be very vigilant 
to prevent what has taken place in two other places, but 
thanks to the vigilance of Lord Uochrane without effect. 
With regard to myself, I merely follow instructions, ia 
sending half a parcel to Lord C. and reserving the other 
half for Sir F. B. which I had not delivered when the dis. 


covery was made.”’ 





PUBLIC MEETING AT BIRMINGHAM. 


The steady zeal with which the cause of reform is every 
where pursued, argues a result to our hopes beyond the 
power of any despotism to withstand. ‘There is scarcely a 
hamlet into which the principles of political reason have 
not entered ; and it is probable that even in our day, the 
inhabitant of every cottage may feel himself a man, and 4 
partialpator in the government which it will then be his 
pride to support. ‘To this end public mectings most power. 
fully contribute. In such assemblies men learn to feel their 
own value, to be cow-cious that they are not ** ciphers in 
the great account:” and that they have thought, and reason, 
and mental capacity, as well as bones and sinews. Thre 
great cause of alarm among onr taskmasters the borough. 
faction, last year is to be looked forin ¢he alent, which 
appeared to rise spontaneously from the mass of society, at 
the magic freedom. ‘The despots had fondly imagined they 
combined all the taient, as well as the power of the state ; 
or, at le ‘ast, if talent should spring up out of their ranks, it 
would be in such isolated instances, that they could buy it 
up from the public cause. The pub lic meetings called last 
year convinced them tothe contrary. A flood of intellect 
burst upon their terrified imaginations, aud they called for 
the bayonet and cannon to free them from the unwelcome 
sight of millions rising not only to claim their rights, but to 
prove that they understood them. 


The cannon and the bayonet however failed. The march 
of reform was checked by the meanest arts, and the most 
brutal force; but it was never stopped. In fact, there 
exists no means of stopping its progress, ‘The public mind 
is prepared for enguzry, and the very method taken by 
the corrupt adherents of the system to check the impulse, 
will give it additional power and materials to proceed 
withal. 

The public meetings in Scotland, where public spirit 
was falsely asserted to be extinct, did the utmost credit 
to the parties who convened and attended them. Calm 


reason, dispassionate truth, manly eloquence, and a firmness 
and decision worthy of the important cause in which they 
were equally conspicuous. 


were engaged, Corruption 
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trambled in her iast recess, as the close phalanx of reform | “ed are redressed, they wilh neve 


encircked the cavern in which she had fortitied herself; auc 
the many-headed mouster yelled so piteously, that the 
nurses of the beldame will never again be able to compose 
herslumbers, or collect her scattered senses. At the last 
Birmingham meeting, (the resolutions of which have been 
already inserted) the same good sense, the same peaceable 
disposition, and honcst firmness were observed. Air, Kd- 
monds was in the chair, and stated the purport of the 
meeting. ‘* You are called together, said he, to express 
your abhorrence atthe frequent suspension cf the Habeas 
Corpus Act, and [ will tell you why you ought to expre s 
your abhorrence of it, We have ever been taught to vene- 
rate the constitution, Nov whatisaconstitution? A con- 
stitution is a digest of political principles, emanating fromm 
the people. It is a rule of conduct for the G@ovERNOKs, nol 
the covrrNep. It must from its very nature be subject 
in every respect to the great mass of the people. it 
emanated from the people, is always dependant upon 
the people, and is therefore inferior to the people. 
A constitution that is not of this mature, is a violation 
of the rights of mans; and as the rights of man are 
antecedent and superior to all authority, a violation of the 
rights of man is a despotism. A constitution stands in the 
sime relation to the people, as a committee does to the 
power that appointed it. [fa government be appuinted by 
ihe people, whether it be monarehial, aristocratical, or de- 
mocratical, it is Just aud perfectly constitutional. But if 
it be not appointed by the people, and exists contrary 
io their desires, it is neither more nor less thana des- 
potism.”? How contemptible does the ministerial jargon 
appear compared with first: principles and apparent truths! 
The deputies of the ministerial party on this occasion were 
a party of mountebanks ; but whether of the Canning com. 
pany is not asoertained, It was honest, however, for the 
ministers to appear by their representatives, and do what 
could be done, where nothing could be said. Mr. W. 
Moore proposed the resolutions. He happily observed 
that the conduct of our worthy administration outdid the 
maxim of the heathen judge of the infernal regions,-—viz.— 
to punish first and try aftericards ; since they had severely 
punished, but recer Gricd atall, * Unlimited power,” said 
he, ** shoutd not be trusted in the hands of angels, much less 
in the hands of svch mex, who however they may attempt to 
hide themselves under the saintly garb of religion, could 
not help shewing the cloven foet.”? Mr. Jennings described 
the circumstances of the last year, and infermed the meeting, 
they had nothing left to do, but to proceed as they began ; 
to move firmly and calmly onwards, and like the rolling of 
amighty sea they must carry all opposition before them, 
as the mists of hcaven recede before the morning radiance 
ofthe sun. He quoted in conclusion the opinion of several 
celebrated characters in favour of refarm; particularly 
Lord Chathams famous declaration—** that the privileges of 
9 a greatest and the meanest subject stand upon the same 
i aa pie was therefore the highest interest of 
/, their Lordships, as it was their bounden duty to 
= watch over, and protect the rights of the people, 
. The people are loud in their complaints. They de. 
- Mand redsess; and until the injuries they haye receiv. 





E 


rie 


rrefurna toastite of 
“ tranquillity, vor ought they, torin my Judsiment, my 
‘fords, and | speak # bolidiu, better were it for ther (o 
‘ perish in a glorious confension fer Cheir richis, than to 
‘¢ purchase a slavish tranquillity, at the expence of a single 
‘¢jotaol the constitution!’ ‘he conduct of the magts- 
tracy of Birmingham received its just tribute of appiause 
from the mecting, Jtis more gratifying to give praise to 
public authorities, than to censure them: and ee the pub- 
lic can properly appreciate a meritorious discharfe of pub- 
lic duty, is evident from the respect patd to the lenicut ex- 
ercise of authority by the gentlemen who hold it: in that 
town. The merit is all their ovzn—for the ministers would 
have countenanced and protected the same outrages 
at Birmingham, as at Manchester, and elsewhere, Messrs. 
Johnston and Bagguley, from the Ja‘t:r place, attended the 
mecting, and bore ample testimony to the atrocities which 
had been committed upon them, and ether defeneeless in. 
dividuals. Mr. Bagguley took up the question of these 
who are not represented rcfusing to pay taxes, until a 
reform in parliament give them a share in the elective 
franchise. Ilis position was a novel one, ** Cana master 
** that has a dishonest idle, and mischievous servant, expect 
** that servant to become useful! and honest, as long as he 
** continues to pay him good wages?) Can he expect such a 
‘*servant to leave him, as long as he continues to behave 
‘thus to him? Well then, can you expect ministers to 
** grant you what would effectually ruin them, so long as 
** you coutinue so liberally to fall taeir coflers? Certainly 
‘Snot. Your only remedy then isto PAY NO TAXES! 
‘This line of conduct is perfectly constitutional; the 
** Jaws say that no Englishman shall be taxed witkout his 
‘consent, either given “by himself, or by his represeitatives, 
‘Sin pariiament. The greatmass of the inhabitants of this 
“country have no representatices, aid therefore they are 
“sperfecdy justified in refusing to pay faxes, Again be 
** would repeat, pay no taxes, and corruption would hen cee 
¢ for want cf food,” 

The numbers present amounted to between ton and twelve 
thousand ; and excepting that of the docfors friends, the 
mountcbanks, not the slightest confusion took place, not- 
withstanding the inclemency of the weather, and the length 
of time the mecting occupied. 





The Tex Poy: rs acainsl the Tar featers! 


—-- 





Leave was mored for, last Thursday, by Lord Alth ITps, 
to bring in abill, founded upon a petition from the dealers 
in leather, to REDUCH THE TAXES upon that article. 
It is whimsical enough, that upon this occasion, some of 
the ministerial yoters broke loose from their trappings, and 
absolutely voted for the bill, against the minister, who 
was left in a minority. A very strange thing, in these 


days, indecd ; and a matter to be rejoiced at, if ithad re. 
sulted from principle ; but only serving as food for Jaughter, 
as resulting from intrigue on the part of the leather-dealers, 
which has in this instance counteracted for the moment, the 
intrigues of the minister. But the minister is the ofder 
heed; and althongh he could net prevent the bill from 
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being brought in, he will exert himself, and most likely 
with success, in dhrowing it ont, after the peliltoners have 
heen ¢adulged with the expence, The opponents of the 
Joathor-tas in the House of Commons amounted to 94. On 
the /hird reading of the Bill of In: lemnity, the only pe- 
riod when the vote could be the real test of the opiuion, the 
opposition to that infamous measure, only amounted to 
twenty-three} At no one division upon the bill to protect 
State-robbers from justice, did the opposition amount to 
more than saxrdy.fivce! Yet the leather-sellers can master 
ninely-four, to repeal the tax for which, and for the ex. 
pencecs which demaud it, more than half of that same ninety. 
four have voted! ‘There is, it would seem “ nothing like 
leather!) Vhe laws may be violated with impunit: —the 
ministers may rob or rein any man—imprison him for 
Sport, and employ Canhing to laugh at him for complain. 
ing. All this is nothin: xg. Jtis scarcely worth the while of 
a representative of the people, to go down to his seat, to 
hear any thing of such trifles, Bat wheu a particular class 
deems itself injured, and instead of sce kine general redress, 
in common with all who are oppressed, looks around to see 
what members of parliamentit can influence to help to shift 
the load on to other shoulders, ninety-four representatives 

can come forward, aud én despite of the minister, who 
threatens them with national bankruptcy, DISGRACE! 
orthe PROPERTY TAX! they manfolly persevere, aud 
outvole the minister! (who, virtuous, holy, and consistent, 
man !)—was but ill prepared to expect so ungrateful a de. 
sertion! 

The poor frightened Chancellor of the Exche: quer ‘* trust. 
ed the house would not accede to a motion, which proposed 
to deprive the state, of uo less than dwo hundred and sixty 
thousand per annum!” And he trusted also, that ¢ could 
consider, if @ thus proceeded to diminish the established 
revenue, # would have no alternative but to choose be- 
iween bankruptcy, and disgrace, or the imposition of the 
property tax! The allernatives did not produce the 
warn expected. IP, (although we do not pretend to 
Know who IT is,) probably felt that there was no danger 
ef the property tax being paid, although ¢@ mzght be tin- 
posed, at a period, when many are disposed to refuse the 
payment of taxes altogether, as ‘* intposed,”’? by an inade- 
quate authority, and ‘* imposed,’’ without the consent, and 
against the inclination of those who are compelled fo fast, 
in order to pay them. Be that as it may, Lord Althorpe 
obtained leave to bring in his bill to repeal the duties, and 
it is earnestly to be wished that it may succeed; not to 
emancipate the leather-trade, merely, from the grasp ofa 
ruinous taxation, but to aiiord an example to other trades 
tu come forward, and demand an alleviation of the sfate 
imposts, that ee y uffindustry and poverty together. This 
result is rather to be wished, than hoped, — But the expe- 
riment is worth trying, before the people come forward, 
and distinctly state that they cannot, that they will not, 
submit to exactions at once unnecessary, oppressive, and 
unjust, 

‘The present measure will serve to shew what a want * 
general political principle exists among the representative 
of the people in the lower House. ‘ihe members have rated 
establishments, standing armies, and Court expences to an 

amount which cannot even on the present scale be obtained 


| 


(by taxation: and yet they would now diminish the re venue, 
which is inadequate to the wants of the °° state’? (alias, the 

ministers.) Why did they not oppose the army estimate $ 
the civil list, and the profligate expenditure ofthe ** séate 2” 
Why did they not. as the gas reprose ntatives of the people 
would have told a lagitious administracdion, tell them, that 
one half the present revenue was one half more than (he 
people ought to contribute, Why did they not tell the 
Chancellor that the ** disgrace” of a national bankruptey 
must rest with the wretches who have robbed the vation of 
ifs wealth, to countenance ministertal extravagance. and to 
carry the sword of a miserable am ition acammst overs thin: 


that could tend to improve hui.imiv | Let those bee, ed 
“6 diserace’? who have hadthe “S profit.’ Vie nation has 
nothing to do vith the responsibility for teasures into 
which it has been so fatally decewwec, and for which i. sag 


already paid so dear! let the *%* sfate,’? as the Lerough- 
faction chooses to designate itself, answer for its own mise 
conduct; and let those who have chosen totrest it, shave ta 
the consequences which it has eniaded upon atself The 
leather-dealers must not calculate upon success. Phere is 
no doubt but that they have been active sn che attempt to 
—e as many members as they cap to support tier 
claims; and they have been fortunate in making it appear 
to so many that the British laws and coustivution are abso. 
lutely ofno value, when compared to the fav upornleaiker! 
yet the minister will be too many for them, and on the 
second or third reading, ifhe shoul , for forms sabe, allow 
it to proceed so far. he will pounce apon them with an old 
song, ora new jig, from Mr, Canuing, and a wellepacked 
majority that pot even leather can withstand, ‘The race ef 
legitimacy 1s not quite over, Another age may see the do/d 
Br iton decked out in all the fnery of old France! with 
wooden shoes, and weédhout breeches! a very respectable 
counterpart of the old sans-cu/otte race of Bourbon celebrity, 
And, asin point of justice it ought to be, the Frenchman, 
having got fairly rid of all lis tythes, and the greatest part 
of his. taxes. and his share of the zcalth of a large national 
old debt, may sit down welleclothed and fed, to laugh at 
Monstcur Roasibeef, starving in the parish workbouse, or 
manacled in the prisons of the borough-mougers for the horvid 
and unreasonable crimes, of being hungry whemhe has nothing 
to eat; thirsty without the means of penne ns liquor ; and 
ragged, because unable to buy clothes! All these advantd. 
ges will result from the system which the Na i Sa 
have been as forward to culogize as the rest of the ‘* lives 
and fortune inen; who, when they were profiting by thie 
war, never thought of those who were then suffering ; nor 
even that their own turn to suffer would assuredly arrive, 
when evenhanded retribution would return the bitter chalice 
to their own lips. ‘There is now something very trying to 
the patriotism of the war fiends of the we pil.t who wea 
thered the storm!’ After all it is very natural. One 
of the clamorers for war at Lloyd’s was recently complat 
ing of the times. Tle was aceused of inconsistency, and 
ingratitude, by one who reminded h'm what a large fortune 
Wey had made by the system, ‘* All this,’? said he °° is very 
true. I liked the system very well, while I gained by it. 





But I find now that the systemis taking it back again, and 
that I have been only collecting my fortune from the people 





to pay itinto his Majesty? S Treasury.” 
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do the Lditor of the Black Dwar; 
“ Tis time to take enormity by the lorehcad, and brant it,” 


LEN JUNSON. 

Sir, 
So another tub has 
has been a meeting 


} ’ re | ‘ 
the whale—there 


etre 
piel, 


been thrown out to 


to interfere with the price of po 


and at which niccting according ‘ty the humeur of the Chair- 
man no politics were to be intro: tutcd ; so that the very 
cause of the high price of tiis beverage, the taxcs and the 


oD Gm & 


Ld00D (25707) 


which have been the cause of the 
1 Of what use can any me: 
a full, free, and open 

arrive at clear conclusions and 
fairly befor. 


infamous wars, 
not to be mentioncs 
any subject be, except 
be allowed? do we always 
t 


discussio: 


eason currectly, except the whole of a case is 
us? if we do, open discusston is useless, a mere wasic of 
words; if we do not, w bat confidence can be put in such 
meetings: It is suite certain that these place hunting sine: 

' 


cure meetings are never intended for what they seem ; thes 
are all sham, no good arises from them, woris good intended: 
they are like flocks of wild they quickly pass over 
and are gone; one cabal succeeds another. and thus wise 
Johnny Bull is wheedled and coaxed along. But however 
foolish my countrymen may have been, } hope they will 
never add injustice to their fo! lly ; to e xpect porter or any 
other article cheap, with all the load of debt. taxes. and 
corruptions, is injustice, it is the very height of injustice. 
Tam not aware that porter is dearer or more necessary than 
bread, or meat, or sal€; why not demand a meeting then, 
and draw up a set of frothy resolves about the high price 
of salt? one would be just as rational asthe other, and both 
eqnally as useful, or equally ridiculous, 
No, no! thinking Johnny Bull, let 
you must drink taxed porter, or not drink porter at a 
take your choice, you should have thought of this before, 
Thomas Paine told you ali about it, above 20 years past, 
but then you would not believe him ; you burnt him in efligy, 
and if he had not found an asylum among 
America, I verily believe you would have burnt him in 
reality. You supported Pitt and his tag rag party. You 
drank cheap porter then, and while you were going o9 with 
these infamous procecdi ngs over this cheap porter, you sung 
Ged save the King, and d—d the jac olins. Vo not, there. 
fare, add injustice to your folly; one error an age is enough. 
In vear 1761 a quarter of malt cost 20s. 

hops to brew the same 4s. together 11, 4s., the 

for the same quantity of both ts Gl. 
Ba 


geese, 


us have no grunting, 


the 
price now 


Fie. Bar. Bar, Vir. 


This nade in 1761, Smell Beer... 4 1 to 5 1121818 8 O 
Ale and Amber, 1 29tw 1 3 » 1 
Porter and Steut 2 tte <3 a 1 
Burton Aie . .. 1 Oto 1 i i oO 


halla century ago, small beer 
ak at this P hei 
a, 


Th 
was pretty little ale 
being twice the strength. 


us 1 appears sat about 
compared to what is dr: 


Di 


Porter was soid in 47612 for 34 


more saccharine 


per pot, and contained above one-third 
Matter, or strength than it docs now, 
Willi any one pretend to say, that this difference is not 
owing to the diilerence in taxation, combined with the 
ney cannot Say 


shifting aad shuliling of the pape momen: eit 


the jacobins of 


Slbs. of 


ES ee tern mee eee . 








0, what crime would there have been in using this sert of 
argument at the meeting. and theu what gcod ? what ad. 
vantage would such a mecting kaye produced, except it had 
Deen iollowes d in Wilh aset of resolutions to j Seen these 
daxes— aye there's theruh.’ Wt thev will say that taxa. 
tion and paper money is not the cause! what a farce it is 
» beast of our agriculiural societies. of improvements in 
machinery, steam engines, and ether i nplements used in 
producing (he materials which Compose this mmportant 
beverage ; and whata reflection would such an argument 
throw upon the Yaun the Sinclair's, the Somerville’ss the 
edford’s, the Coke’s and the rest of the gentlemen 


farmers sho with al! (fy ir sSwazger and cmipty pride caunot 
proauce so good a pot of ale for the same money as my 

- ¥ 
graindemotiaer, 


W. Goorman. 


Goer ear dre & ’ r oF , 
iv hella e 2. if v (L022) ie 


—— ee ore 


do the Editor of the Black Dwarf, 


—— 


Sor 
From certain numbers of the Biack Dwarf, (black indeed!) which 
have accidentally fallei into my hands, Tam led to cone lude that in reli-~ 
gion, os wellas politics, you have imbibed the most Cullacious and da: Ved 
vus Potions, Answer me honestly, Me. Editor,—are you) a Dest ora 
Secinian 2 Are yeu adisbeliever in the incomprehensible doctrines of 
muderu orthoduxy ? Da ye cer, OF Shrug up your shoulders at that hely 


puzzie, th Creea of St. Ath amine. -{), you cavii at tie convenient and 
edifying doctiine of imputed mort, and that most consolstory and delight. 


ee a A 2 ’ 

fubof all point-, to the elect,—the cternal torments yi Q-AOths of the humun 
/ ce foi the ylory Y 9 7 gil 
s ; 

is it be 1iUs Walil Vou, ] fel, you, 

will be tlic bottumless 


as becomes a Saint, 
pit! whe » cha ed to thme@® old «res 
ver, whose suguestions ha led sea astray, you wall 


ch, tar, and sulphur, b tched dem 


without mince! nz, 
that your doo re 
that arch de 


‘asiny r fla 


EON, ve 
mm uce 
tiny. 

Jn 


ines Gi P! will Your wre 


st nofortous and awe 
in Parliament — 


polit s, tts bat too manifest, that you are am: 


ful jucobir ” Witness sour numercus essays on Reform 
your dang rousg asicrtion of the right 7. Fn! shane n to he fa rly repre- 
sented! Your abuse of on present crceclleat and plous Alt: siste rs, the suse 
penrters of the Habeas Corpus Actin a time of profound peace, nd the 
employers and pan: ‘gyrists of spies, informers, bloodites, &co. &e. - 
Are you sO blinded as not to perce ive (hat it was for the hd ct of by “7 te, 
and in order to attach the alkrehad wonltiin » to the ble sings of our glorj- 
ous constitution, that itwes saspended! That Enotishmen, petitioning for 
Retorm, were diageed trom their homes and faniifig S, und ¢ nsigned to dige 
tant dungeons, where they suffered for many mouths every species of our. 
rage, Geman ing in vain a fair trial, and were afterwards linerated on there 
awh recoguizarces, and sev ‘ral of thea unconditren dls ¢ And when theea 
most pious and glorious Ministers would so properly skiecs themselecs and 
i thei dy gions Prous thie os i caus jie sof these wise and liumane ptOe« 

ae pby asweeping Dil of Indeainity, would you not persuade the 
E n e dl of Commons not to accede to it? Have you not hinted 
es chia ought rather to tiipe ch fins te fur their miconduet Nay, 
gone so tar as tus iy that hanging was tea good for them. What! would 
vou have uo social order aud relbgtun? Pia vou wet last vear, labor t 
persunde the wultiludes who were willing to work, but untble fo oO} 
any, that (hey ought wot ta stares in gue? Phot they ougit not to be ¢2- 
tisfied with bibles and religious tracts given them by the biewted and coy. 
suming dist of placemen, pousponers, and nccurists? Was it praper ta 
shew so muc h concern for tae poor perish ny bodies, and none for th. ig 
immortal souls? What is starvation? —the angnish of a few days; but the 
joys of peradise (uhotis for th: elvet only ) ace eternal, 

Now, however, that some mitigation of the people's sufferings has tak. 

ja this country obtain by dint of thy 


place—thet more thaa halt 


hardest labor, 
restored by tie 


tie poor 
tT ? » oF ' 
} fa bellytul ot bread every Gav, tat trai quulity bas by ly 


wereie 
admirable and energetic measures vf Ministers; you ere o' 4 





owes me 


"<= . ea 
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not satisfed, but in the most daving and unseemly manner, excite the peo- 
ple to petition, as before, for the recovery of their Jost rightel—O whet an 
aggravation of guilt is this! 

Have you never felt any pricks of conscience for your horrible attacks on 
such excellent, useful, and pious character- as Sidmouth, Vansictart, Wil- 
berforce, Oliver, Castles, Castlereagh, Jack Ketch, &c. &e.? Do you 
mean seriously to affirm that my Lord Sidmouth is not @ wise and humane 
Minister—that Van, the great bible man, is not the greatest financier in the 
verld—that Wilberforce is a Jesuit, opposing Ministers in argument, but 
somehow or other, always contriving to vote for them--that Oliver who 
was only guilty of perjury, falschood, and betraying to the gallows his de- 
luded and famished victims is not ew “ moral man,’=-that ‘Castlereagh is 
a —'"_&c, &c. Ac, 

[s it not perfectly justto pardon, nay to reward, the dealers in human 
bleod, who have acted for the benefit of the State and of Ministers, and to 
hang sheep siealers, and forgerérs without mercy ? 

As to your strange and heashenish talk about personel virtue—yow forget 
that Saints, such as the fore-mentioned, wiil not be judzed Cand therefore 
not condemned ) by their works, as the non-cir ct will be! Nemno; they 
will be saved by animpu'ed merit! which will more than cover all their 





sins, were they ten times blacker than old Mary himscif, and secure ihem~ 


an eternal admission into Paradise! Personslt virtue, nonsense! — 
* Their faith can answer ali demands, 
By pleading what their Lord hath done!!!" 

They will be received into the highest heaven, and have the pious plea- 
sure of beholding the irreligious and incor: cible Jacubin I address, roasting 
fur ever in the flames of the lowest deep! ilet. may be, ere it is too late, 
saved irom the evil of your thoughts and ways, is the prayer of yours, &e, 

March 14th, 1818. EvVaANGELICUS. 
Twyford, near Stortford, Herts. 


State of the Borough of Petersfield, 
Petersfield, Murch 8h, 1818. 





Sir, 

The interest you have always taken in exposing public abuses is a sufh- 
cient apology for my taking the liberty of addressiug you, and tu solicit your 
aitenticn and assistance. 

The Borough of Petersfield, ants, you are well aware, returns two mein- 
bers to pailiament, but forthe last 40 years this right has becn usurped en- 
tirely by Mr. Jolitle, and whocver he has thought proper to dispose of the 
other seat to; consequeni!y the clcctors have never seen one of their members 
for thattcrm of years. Mi ny knew not who he was, and thus has ihis 
Borough quietly subiniited itself, to add another link to that chain of cor- 
ruption that disgraces our unforiunate country. 

Many of the yotes are what are called faggots 5 that is, property is made 
over to some person for the purpose of giving his vote, but which property 
the party immediately gives up all right to, by signing arelease at the time 
he receives; and asno one opposes Mr. Jolitfe at the time of election, the 
voters are not called on to take their oaths, therefore this iniquitous system 
never gets exposed , even the stonesin the market place on which origivally 
the Butche.’s shambles stood, have their voters assigned tbem. 

The Charter of this Borough likewise gave the privilege of chusinga 
mayor annually to act as a local magistrate for the benefit of ihe town, and 
when sworn in engages to take cognizance ef certain small crimes. But this 
rightis likewise gone to decay,and the office for years past has been filled with 
a were tool of Mr. J—s selecting. And as the mayor is the returning officer at 
elections, Mr.J. bas this year appointed his own brother who resides about 80 
miles otf. There are sume independent voters who are determined atthe next 

general election to endeavour to recover their long lostrights, in having one 
member of their choice; and they feel convinced that should it be necessary 
for any new candidate to petition the House of Commons against Mr. J. or 
any one else,a Committee of that house, even as at present constituted, 
would not allow such plaring abuses to exist. 

‘Lhe present Uine atiurds a favourable opportunity for any public spirited 
man, aia trilling expence, toexert himself with every probabilliy of success, 
May sucha one come forwaid,and rescue us from our degraded state, is the 


wish of 
Yours, Respectfolly, A VOTER. 


Notes,—~The want of a Magistrate in this town was most distressingly 
felt during the war, being 18 mites on the high road from Portsmouth to 
London, ‘Lhe soldiers after marching that distance with their baggage, were 
obliged to send the sergeants (already exhausted) 5 miles of, being the 
nearest. Should that imayistrate not be at home, to yo 4 miles from thence, 
before they could get the order for buggage waggons., 


Another chance in favour of ony new candidate, as Joliffe had no ide, 
of opposition till very lately, itis thought that he caunct be prepared wit! 
his faggots, and many of them that would not object to hold up their hands 
at the election, would hesitate at taking their oaths. ‘The property of these 
faggoters is generally thus, a house has leen Ie on lease tor 999 years 
reserving the freehold. Of what value could they swear they received for 
this property annually ? 





POLITICAL ACROSTICK. 
By J. Whittaker, B.B. 


O monstrous wretch! thou treason’s secret source, 
Long hast thou liv’d on blood ; untimely shed— 
In ‘‘one great trial,” Heav’n will end thy course, 
Vengeance eternal pour upon thy head ;. 

Ere many sun's have cross’d th’ ethereal space, 
Recorded guilt be stamped upon thy head. 








A it 
Ji—__ 


Dialogue between a Fidler and a Lancashire Lad. 





Lancashire Lad. 
I won’er that folks are such fools ' 
Fidler. 
While laws are put down, by the knaves of the crown, 
And printers are ministers tools; 
And bonzes preach lies, to blind people's eyes, 
Can you wouder so many are fools? 





Ee 


A PARODY ON THE ADDRESS OF BRUCE TO 
His ARMY. 


—_— 


ERA Meee 
My Lord Ellenborough and Mr. Attorney-General, are most respectfully 
informed that the author had not the slightest intention of briuging the 
CRIGINAL into contempt. 











Friends, who Wampden’s zeal admire ; 
Friends, who burn with Sydney's fire , 
Nobly brave Corruption’s ire, 

Britain’s Sons will then be free. 


Crush, oh crush the Monster’s pow’r : 

Hasie, vii! haste the much wish'a hour 

Seorn the sainily Sidmouth’s lour, 
Sidmouth ! Chains and Slavery! 


Who wowld be Corruption’s slave ? 

Wi! o would be asneaking knave? 

Who would fill a bondinen’s grave ? 
Soulless coward! turn and flec! 


Who great Alfred’s laws revere, 
Who the rights of man hold gear, 
Who would treedom’s plorics share, 
Let them speak for Liberty ! 
By a suff’ring nation’s pains! 
By Retormers cloth’d in chains ! 
We will drain our dearest veins, 


But they shall be~shal! be free ! 


Lay the mean usurpers low ! 


Slaves must fali at freedom’s blow ! 


Corruption! England's direst fue, 
Brituy’s yet shall conquer thec! 


Birmingham, March Sth, 1818. 
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